
Members’  Visit 
 

Saturday, 3rd October at 11.00am 

St Thomas – St Thomas Circle, Werneth, Oldham OL8 1LD 

 

We have visited St Thomas’s before in April 2009 but 

it was an evening visit and so we were unable to see 

the splendid stained glass properly. The church has 

also recently completed a re-ordering scheme which 

they want us to see. The church was built in 1853/55 

to designs by Andrew Trimen but after a court case 

about the stone to be used the church was finished by 

local architect, George Shaw.  

 

The church stands as the centrepiece of a planned 

suburb on a hill overlooking Manchester and with its 

spire visible over a wide area.  It contains a fairly 

unique set of furnishings with much of it by Shaw 

along with stained glass by a number of firms. 

  

  Photo: © Mike Berrell — Used with Permission    

 

REMINDER -  13th JUNE MEMBERS’ VISIT IS CANCELLED 

The Greater Manchester 

Churches Preservation Society   
  

Reg Charity 1119834          www.manchesterchurches.btck.co.uk 

  
 Newsletter Revd. Brian Hartley 

 Editor              21 Penryn Avenue  

  ROYTON   

  Oldham   OL2  6JR 

  Tel: 01706 849132 

              E-Mail: brian_hartley@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 Membership 

 Secretary: Mrs. Anthea Darlington 

  32 Moor Lane  

  SALFORD   M7 3PZ 

GREATER MANCHESTER  
CHURCHES PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

 
Registered Charity: 1119834 

www.manchesterchurches.btck.co.uk 
 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2020 - No. 38 

Tadeusz Lesisz 
Polish Naval Officer 

& Architect 

St Mary of the Angels 

& St Clare - Levenshulme 

© Mike Berrell 



Tadeusz Lesisz - Naval Officer & Architect 
                   Brian Hartley 
 

Whilst looking at churches in Greater Manchester 

designed by Harold Greenhalgh and Geoffrey Wil-

liams and their Bolton practice, I came across the 

Roman Catholic Church of The Immaculate Con-

ception (St Mary’s) in Failsworth which is Listed 

Grade ll and saw a comment in the Listing about 

the architect. It reads “The architect, Tadeusz Lesisz 

was born in Poland and had a distinguished career as 

an officer in the Royal Navy during the Second World 

War before training as an architect and became a 

leading figure in the Polish community in Manchester.” 

I was intrigued and set out to discover a little 

more about him. 

 

Tadeusz died on 23rd September 2009 and his son-in-law wrote a detailed 

obituary which appeared in edited form in both local and National news-

papers. It is too detailed to include in our Newsletter but some of the 

highlights are as follows. 

 

Tadeusz was born in Poland on 10th Febru-

ary 1918 at Kozienice which is about 60 

miles south of Warsaw. He went to cadet 

school and then chose to continue his 

studies at the Naval Officers’ School learn-

ing to sail on tall ships. The day before 

German forces invaded Poland on 1st Sep-

tember 1939, the Polish fleet sailed to Brit-

ain where it was to continue the fight 

against Nazism. Tadeusz served on several ships with different war tasks 

but in early 1941 he joined the ship ‘ORP Blyskawica’ which saw action 

protecting the North Atlantic convoys. 

 

In early 1941 the ship was in dry dock for repairs on the Isle of Wight in 

Cowes when the port was bombed and the ship put up such a dense bar-

rage in defence of the harbour that her guns were said to have glowed 

acknowledged Alan’s ‘collaboration with research and ideas for a quarter of a cen-

tury [that] has kept me going in this enormous task. Indeed without his endless pa-

tience with research, digging in the rockiest ground, we would have faltered years 

ago’. Many will remember Alan’s generous help in these fields.              

J. A. Hilton 

 

Mike Berrell 

Mike died on 2nd January 2020 following a rapid decline in his 

health. He was not member of GMCPS but supported us by 

giving the Society free use of any of his copyright photographs 

of churches, chapels and memorials. A good proportion of the 

images used in our Newsletter were taken by Mike. I only 

actually met him once when he visited my local church in 

Heyside to take photographs of the War Memorials in the 

church. He was a very active member of the Manchester & 

Lancashire Family History Society with a particular interest in 

assisting members new to genealogy. He was quiet man, a 

true gentleman and he will be greatly missed by many. 

 

 

Important Message from our Chairman 
 

GMCPS Annual General Meeting and Members’ Visits 

 

As we are now all acutely aware the Covid-19 pandemic has greatly affected the 

way in which we are able to work, face to face meetings seem to be a thing of the 

past and future meetings dates prove illusive as we try to ascertain when we are 

going to be released from the current ‘lock down’ state. What is clear is that it will 

take a little while to reach some form of normality, particularly around administra-

tive requirements and objectives. 

 

The Annual General Meeting for GMCPS was scheduled for June, this year, but we 

are now advising all members that this date cannot be met and so we must cancel 

the AGM. We have, however,  rearranged the date for the 3rd October 2020 as we 

have been invited by Revd. Nick Andrewes to St Thomas’ Church, Werneth, 

providing that the ‘lock down’ does not continue. The Council is working on the 

programme for the day which we will circulate as soon as speakers are in place.  St 

Thomas’ is renowned for its stained - glass windows so we hope to provide more 

information on these as we tour the building. 

 

Please set the date in your diaries. We look forward to seeing you at the Annual 

General Meeting on the 3rd October 2020. 

Neil Turner 



 

Tributes 

Sadly we have to report the death of two members recently along with the death 

of a good friend to GMCPS. 

 

Lynne Bailey 

It is with great sadness I announce the 

death of Lynne Bailey, a member of 

G.M.C.P.S. who passed away from 

Lung Cancer on 2nd January.  Lynne 

enjoyed coming to the meetings, she 

was passionate about stained glass 

windows and would always take pic-

tures at each visit.  Lynne had many 

roles within the life of the Church, she 

was in the Choir, PCC member, on 

the Fundraising Committee, organised 

Quiz Nights and was our Churches 

Together Rep.  In her younger days Lynne was Brown Owl, she enjoyed working 

with the Children which later led her to becoming a School Governor fulfilling that 

role for over 30 years until her death.  One of her many interests was sewing and 

knitting, she was a member of the Church Quilting and Craft group and also went 

into School to help the Children sew.  At our Bible Studies Lynne was always the 

first to share her opinions, she had a strong faith and was not afraid to share her 

faith with others.  That faith kept her going, she is now at peace with the God she 

loved and will be dearly missed.                 Angela Ikin, Churchwarden,  

         St. Thomas, Pimhole, Bury  

 

Alan Fennely  

Alan Fennely, a member of the GMCPS since 

2011, and a frequent attender of its visits to 

churches, died on 2nd February 2020. He was a 

lover of all kinds of ecclesiastical architecture 

with a special interest in stained glass and in 

heraldry, preferably all three elements com-

bined. He had been the hon. secretary of the 

Greater Manchester Heraldry Society and the 

editor of its newsletter, and was awarded an 

honorary fellowship of the national Heraldry 

Society in 2015. The late Michael Francis 

McCarthy, the author and artist of Armoria Se-

dium, a survey of the diocesan heraldry of the 

Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran Churches, 

red. ‘Blyskawica’ was given the freedom of the town and the main 

square in Cowes was re-named Francki Place in honour of the captain, 

Wojciech Francki. Tadeusz served on a number of other ships before 

returning to the ‘Blyskawica’ as Gunnery Officer. At the end of the war 

the ship was assigned to Operation Deadlight which was to accept the 

surrender of the German U-Boat fleet off the north-west coast of Scot-

land and scuttle them in the Atlantic. The ship is now a floating museum 

in Poland. 

 

After the war the Polish seamen had to choose between returning to a 

now Soviet Poland or making a life for themselves here and Tadeusz 

chose to remain where he re-joined the Royal Navy. In off-duty hours 

he became very interested in architecture and was offered a scholarship 

by the ‘Committee for the Education of Poles living in Great Britain’. He 

took up the offer and a place at the Oxford School of Architecture and 

at the end of his five years he graduated in 1953 from Oxford Brookes 

University and in 1957  in urban planning at the University of Manches-

ter.  He left with an RIBA Silver Medal and joined the Bolton architec-

tural practice of Greenhalgh & Williams. 

 

The practice started with Harold Greenhalgh who began an independ-

ent practice about 1924 from offices at 15 Mawdsley Street in Bolton. 

His early work was mostly for the Roman Catholic Church and this spe-

cialism continued over the years. His earliest Church commission is 

thought to be that of St Peter in Middleton in 1911 but this is not con-

firmed. The earliest confirmed work was a now demolished temporary 

church for St Luke’s at Irlams o’th’ Height (1924) which was said to be 

very similar to the extant church for St Mark’s (1926) in nearby Pendle-

bury. Around 1953 Greenhalgh went into partnership with Geoffrey S 

Williams having designed some thirteen churches in Greater Manches-

ter whilst in sole practice. Greenhalgh and Williams designed another 

eighteen buildings with three attributed solely to Geoffrey Williams, 

three to Tadeusz Lesisz and the remainder to the partnership. 

 

Those attributed to Tadeusz are The Immaculate Conception in Fails-

worth (1964), the Chapel at the Salesian College in Astley Bridge (1966) 

and St Mary of the Angels and St Clare in Levenshulme (1976). Tadeusz 

became a partner in the practice in 1963 and in his time there designed 

https://www.translatoruser-int.com/translate?&from=pl&to=en&csId=316e468b-5448-4846-b1f1-3dd7fa75a908&usId=2f6fcdd2-1171-4a72-b8e7-eb1c87803032&dl=en&ref=SERP_ct&dt=2020%2f3%2f17%2019%3a33&h=lgl9aTbjkzuh7w7YUIIbGKhAop-y6utL&a=https%3a%2f%2fpl.m.wikipedia.org%
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many primary and secondary schools together with local authority hous-

ing, etc. but only the three churches. He left the practice in 1988 when 

he retired aged 70. 

 

Prior to the three churches mentioned above, 

one of his first commissions as an architect was 

in 1958 when he adapted a former Welsh Cal-

vinist Methodist chapel in Moss Side for use by 

the Polish Catholic community. He re-designed 

the interior and most of the stained-glass win-

dows. (Right — Holocaust Memorial Window)  

 

Each of his three new churches is quite different. The Failsworth church 

is based on the traditional longitudinal plan of chancel and nave, the Le-

venshulme church is fan shaped with a lantern over the sanctuary and the 

Salesian chapel is very 1930s, almost Georgian in its plan and style. It is 

thought he was responsible for the design of further churches from 

Greenhalgh and Williams but only these three are presently attributed to 

him in Greater Manchester. 

 

The Church of St Mary the Immaculate Conception 

The parish of St Mary’s stemmed from a 

mission started in Failsworth following the 

arrival in 1846 of the Oblates of Mary Im-

maculate who converted a row of cottages 

into a school and chapel in 1849. A church 

was begun in 1855 but lack of funds made 

progress very slow and it wasn’t finished 

when it opened in 1865. It was seriously 

damaged in the anti-Catholic Murphy Riots 

of 1868. A sanctuary was added to the 

building in 1892 but the church was damaged by mining subsidence and 

closed in 1959. It was demolished in 1964 to be replaced by the new 

building on a different site.  

 

The church is of light brown brick with a port-cochere which rises al-

most the full height of the nave with a round arch with a suspended figure 

of Our Lady. Above is a rather strange concrete spire with what some  

Arts & Crafts studies tend to focus on houses 

and furniture; churches were no longer cen-

tral to architects' practice.  

 

A handful of well-known churches have been 

written about extensively, but these famous 

examples obscure the existence of scores of 

churches that express Arts & Crafts ideas 

every bit as vividly. They also are rarely set 

alongside each other, nor seen within the 

wider context of not only how they were 

built, but why. These churches are visually 

arresting, with often quaint, far-fetched, or 

capricious exteriors. Internally, they often 

contain beautiful elements, including reredos-

es, pulpits, stained glass, and altars. They also 

tell a fascinating story about religion as Brit-

ain entered the age of modernity. While the architects were often religiously 

skeptical, they were still committed to making beauty. Author Alec Hamilton 

sets out the social and political context in which these churches were de-

signed and constructed in the introductory section. The book is then divided 

into regional sections. Each section is headed by a short essay highlighting 

key architects and descriptions of notable churches within each region.  

 

Arts and Crafts churches of Great Britain  

   - Architects, craftsmen and patrons  by Roger Button 

275pp, 295 illustrations in colour. £19.50 

 

The Arts and Crafts Movement is less well 

known for its public buildings than domestic 

projects. Many of the leading personalities 

were commissioned to design or decorate 

churches, and these too were highly influential 

on subsequent architectural developments. 

Their patrons played a key role in bringing 

these revolutionary buildings into being.  

The book examines the churches as a group, 

the influences of designers on each other, and 

assess their impact on design in the the 20th 

century  

https://www.janetteray.co.uk/book/20863/button-roger/arts-and-crafts-churches-of-great-britain-architects-craftsmen-and/
https://www.janetteray.co.uk/book/20863/button-roger/arts-and-crafts-churches-of-great-britain-architects-craftsmen-and/


 

New Books 
Our first book is written by  a GMCPS Member - Andrea 

Sarginson who many of you will know if you are regular on 

our church visits. This is Andrea’s first book and reflects 

Andrea’s interest in stained glass and in medicine. She first 

trained as a nurse, midwife and operating theatre nurse 

teacher, and later as an art historian with interests in Chris-

tian art and stained glass. She approached retirement com-

bining both art and medicine as an associate of the Arts for 

Health Department at Manchester Metropolitan University. 

Creative writing has become an interest since she retired, 

considering the interaction between faith, medicine and art 

      – themes  explored in her novel Man of Glass. 

 

Man of Glass: When pestilence strikes, will Amalric's dreams be shat-

tered? Paperback – 20 Feb. 2020 £8.99 -  Andrea Sarginson 

 

It's spring 1349 and a terrible plague is spreading like 

wildfire across England. Dreading its arrival, gifted 

young glazing apprentice Amalric despairs of the 

Church's response and his village's rampant supersti-

tion but even he cannot deny the ominous portents 

that seem to abound. When the gruesome pestilence 

at last reaches Warren Horesby and neighbouring 

Meaux Abbey, Amalric and his family are blamed. Ex-

posed to brutal recrimination, he is horribly injured in 

a vicious assault. Suddenly his survival depends on the 

care of a shy servant girl and the improbable support 

of the village priest and a newly qualified doctor of 

physic with pioneering ideas. Can the village ever 

come to terms with the ravages of the plague? Can 

Amalric still hope to honour his family and fulfil his 

talent? And could there ever be hope for love?  

 

Arts & Crafts Churches (Hardback) Alec Hamilton  £45.00  Hard-

back  352 Pages / 240 colour illustrations Published: June 2020 Pub-

lisher: Lund Humphries Publishers Ltd  ISBN: 9781848223219  

 

This comprehensive overview provides the first detailed account of the phe-

nomenon of the Arts & Crafts church, examining 150 of the finest examples, 

mostly built between 1884 and 1918 in England, Scotland, and Wales.  

 

 

have said – the appearance of a roll umbrella. Right around the building 

at eaves level there is a cast stone frieze depicting the Mysteries of the 

Rosary. Attached to the west end of the north aisle is a circular baptist-

ery of reinforced concrete with copper roof.  

 

Internally most of the fittings are original and 

were paid for by the families and individuals of 

the congregation. Most of the stained glass is 

by Tadeusz Lesisz made by Charles Lightfoot 

and incorporates some of the glass from the 

old church in the west window. The east wall 

is covered with a full height mosaic of Our 

Lady Mediatrix of Grace with two angels hold-

ing a crown above. The mosaic was made by 

Alberti, Lupton & Co of Moston from a design 

by a young parishioner, B. Nolan and paid for 

by a former parish priest in memory of his 

parents. 

 

The Salesian College Chapel - 

Astley Bridge 

Thornleigh Salesian College was origi-

nally a boys’ school founded in 1925 by 

the Salesians of Dom Bosco at the re-

quest of the Roman Catholic clergy of 

Bolton. Thornleigh (built 1828) which 

was the home of the wealthy Har-

greaves family of cotton spinners was 

purchased to house the school. Over 

the years many extensions and new buildings were added and in 1966 

Tadeusz Lesisz was asked to build a new chapel for the school and the 

brothers.  

 

The chapel is quite large, in brick, with what Pevsner calls ‘a Wrennish 

cupola’ and is cruciform in shape with a link to the house containing 

chapels for the brothers’ daily masses. It is relatively plain with a shallow 

west end apse with stained glass which serves as a war memorial.  

https://www.waterstones.com/author/alec-hamilton/1748382


 

The Stations of the Cross take the form of a continuous frieze around 

the chapel. The chapel has been recently re-furbished and re-dedicated. 

 

The Church of St Mary of the Angels & St Clare 

The mission parish was founded in 1853 and was given land on which to 

build a church in 1856. A community of Good Shepherd Sisters took up 

residence to be succeeded by the Cross & Passion Sisters. A church was 

eventually opened in 1883 but was soon found to be too small being ex-

tended in 1914. In the 1950’s it was realised that the church was still too 

small and the Parish bought the former Grand Cinema on Stockport for 

£8,500 in 1957. The architect for the conversion was Edward Blackwell 

and the first Mass was celebrated there on 14th August 1957.  

 

It was intended that a new church and school be built on land behind the 

cinema and Tadeusz Lesisz was approached by the Parish Priest, Fr. Fran-

cis Occleston to draw up plans for a new church. Together they visited 

many new churches up and down the country before settling on the pre-

sent design thought to be influenced by the design of the Liverpool Met-

ropolitan Cathedral.  

 

The building is striking with its lantern above the sanctuary lit by exten-

sive stained glass in the lantern and the large windows surrounding be-

low. The interior is impressive with four blocks of pews arranged in a 

fan. 

 

 

In Retirement 

He worked actively in the Polish 

community, the Association 

of the Navy and the Polish Un-

ion in The United Kingdom ,as 

its Vice-President, and from 

1991 to 1993 the President of 

the Council. From the mid-

1960s, he visited Poland regular-

ly. He published, among other 

things, in the journal "Our Sig-

nals", he is the author of the book ‘From the Bridge to the Board: Memories 

of the Sailor – Architect.’ He was the initiator of the construction and de-

signer of a monument commemorating the Katyn massacre, unveiled in 

1990 at Southern Cemetery in Manchester (Photo above © Creative 

Commons Licence) 

 

He was awarded, among others, the Knight's and Officer Crosses (1985) 

of the Order of The Rebirth of Poland,  the Golden Cross of Merit, the 

Cross of Valor, the Maritime Medal (three times), the Cross of The Bat-

tle Act of the PSZ in the West, British campaign awards: 1939-1945 

Star, Africa Star, Atlantic Star, Italy Star, Defence Medal, War Medal 

1939-1945 and the Vatican Order of Saint Gregory the Great and 

Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice. Tadeuszdied 23rd September 2009 aged 91 

years. 

 

In 1956 Tadeusz had married Wanda Gutowska with whom he had two 

daughters. Wanda also had a tale to tell having been one of 5000 women 

fighters in the Warsaw Uprising before being resettled in Engkand. 

Wanda died in 2017. 

 

Tadeusz and Wanda are survived by their two daughters, Krystyna, who 

is a doctor in the US, and Barbara, who qualified as a solicitor and moved 

to Poland.                               Brian Hartley 

 
Photo credits -  Tadeusz and the ORP Blyskawica’  - Wikipedia Commons.  

All others are courtesy of the late Mike Berrell 
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